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Quality controlled and accurate data of the marine environment are essential 
for many applications in the Blue Society: research, governance, and industry. 

The costs of marine data collection by European organisations is circa 1.4 
billion Euro per year: ~ 1.0 billion for in-situ; ~ 0.4 billion for remote sensing.

A major part is nowadays discoverable and accessible thanks to marine data 
management infrastructures and activities in Europe, such as national data 
centres, SeaDataNet, EurOBIS, PANGAEA, EGDI, IHO, CMEMS, EuroGOOS, 
and others. And EMODnet has given an enormous boost to cooperation and 
seeking interoperabilty and harmonization. 

However there is still a lot of valuable marine data collected and sitting at 
public authorities, research communities, and industry, which do not arrive at 
these national and European repositories. 
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Situation 



To wake up these idle datasets by identifying, encouraging 

and supporting their data holders

To launch and operate an extra EMODnet portal with services 

to facilitate data holders submitting marine data sets for 

publishing, further processing and safekeeping by expert data 

centres, and subsequent distribution through EMODnet

thematic portals
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Aims of EMODnet Ingestion 
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Portal – launched Feb 2017

www.emodnet-ingestion.eu
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Submission Service for data files



Dashboard with functions depending on role: Data Submitter; Data 
Centre; Master 6

Data Submission Service 
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Data Submission service



Distinction between 2 phases in the life cycle of a data submission:

Phase I:  from data submission to publishing ‘as is’

Phase II: further elaboration and integration (of subsets) in 

national, European and EMODnet thematic portals.

Step 1: Data submitter completes a number of key fields of the 

submission form and uploads a zip file with the datasets and related 

documentation;

Step 2: Data Centre is assigned who reviews and completes the 

submission form for publishing ‘as is’ in Summary Service

Step 3: Data Centre elaborates, where possible, the data sets, 

resulting in availability in standard formats in EMODnet thematic 

portals
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Data Submission service 
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Data processing pathways 



Network of data centres ‘recruited’ from EMODnet

Ingestion and Thematic portals consortia to act as 

‘assigned data centres’ 

At present 49 Data Centres covering all thematics
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Pathways and collaboration with 

thematic lots
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Submission Viewing service
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Ingesting operational data - NRT 
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Ingesting operational data – NRT 

and delayed mode time series 



Identify potential data sources and data providers

Reach out to potential data providers

Motivate data providers to participate with their data 

submissions

Market and promote the Data Ingestion service and its 

function in the overall EMODnet scheme

Data Centres function as EMODnet ambassadors

Organisation of national EMODnet days in several countries  

Presentations at many conferences

Promotional material: roll-out, bookmarks, poster, standard 

presentations, leaflets, video 

Links at all EMODnet portals 
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Marketing and outreach activities
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Marketing and outreach activities
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Marketing and outreach activities
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Attracting industry 

Industry is already using several EMODnet products and services, such 

as the EMODnet high resolution digital bathymetry for European seas, 

the harmonised geological maps, NRT physics timeseries, and others.

Industry can be motivated to add value to these products and services by 

their data contributions which might enrich the EMODnet products they 

are using: a clear business proposition.  

In addition, government 

can use its leverage, e.g. 

in case of licensing for 

offshore activities, 

requiring impact 

assessment monitoring 

and open access to 

acquired datasets.  

North Sea 2050?
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Portal statistics

Month
Unique 
visitors

Number of 
visits

Pages Hits

Apr-17 5,617 6,128 9,846 19,068
May-17 5,935 6,424 15,824 25,282
Jun-17 5,754 6,206 49,675 53,944
Jul-17 5,789 6,175 51,582 57,601

Aug-17 7,121 7,563 53,292 59,510
Sep-17 8,404 9,048 56,856 71,498
Oct-17 8,260 9,150 60,049 80,101
Nov-17 9,271 10,409 58,818 76,237
Dec-17 8,460 9,370 57,147 64,709
Jan-18 9,207 10,342 62,154 73,552
Feb-18 7,653 8,569 60,311 70,556
Mar-18 8,318 9,279 58,554 71,636
Apr-18 7,889 9,054 58,163 75,463

May-18 7,803 9,044 58,264 72,124
Jun-18 7,950 9,245 54,681 64,393
Jul-18 7,624 9,043 57,140 65,527

Aug-18 5,057 5,975 53,504 60,418
Sep-18 4,159 4,973 51,380 66,515
Oct-18 4,600 7,815 73,248 94,113



At present >250 submissions recorded in different stages 

of processing

Of which 204 published at the Viewing Submissions 

Service, of which 42 as ‘phase II completed’ 
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Status of submissions
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Published submissions per country
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Published submissions per theme
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Animation ‘Wake up your data’ 

S1_13_MOVIE.mp4
S1_13_MOVIE.mp4
S1_13_MOVIE.mp4
S1_13_MOVIE.mp4


www.emodnet.eu


