Marine data portals as tools for dissemination:

* Marine data portals are key to disseminate data, metadata, products and services from ocean observatories to users
* Engaging data portals will have many users, thus contributing to the ocean observatory success

What makes a
marine data portal
engaging?

So the question is ...
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Step 1: VISUAL IMPRESSION ‘ Appearance but matter navigating ‘ ’ VISUAL IMPRESSION
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Important elements are identified easily for their position and there are ot distractive
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step2: NAVIGATION ‘ tothe data find the ‘ ‘ ‘ NAVIGATION ‘
Language clarity. B ot too technical needed o5 NS EIBr T ieR

Structure . 5 Itis very easy to understand where to go

simplicity + non indispensable elements avoided, reduced number of clicks 35 The number of intermediate steps seems reasonable

Guidance +_guiding explanations:inclusion of FAQ section, tutorials... 2 Few explanations provided

Step 3: Data AVAILABILITY oata i jces s i experience ‘ ‘ Data AVAILABILITY ‘

Data access services « discovery, searching, filtering, viewing, downloading...

Data policy. + restricted, with moratorium, immediately accessible
Pricing policy +from costcharges applying to available for free
Formats « diferent data formats available

Interoperability + web online services interoperabilty (OCG stanfards: WS, WS..)
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‘Accessing the datais instantanous, without delays

Responsiveness. «  ability to process a request in a certain amourf of time. ,
R : it 1 1 1 ﬁ ‘ ) 5 “The portal seems very robust. It has never failed in all the times visited and works fine
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Zeats s oy seosrapnicfiemse \ 52 type of network it s based on (good coverage, functioning since several years), one

o FreeT A NS expect that the spaal /time extent i 2 good as i could b, hence the high score
D D : ) 4 3 Downloading not possible, the time resolution is limited (because the visualization in
[T e o I T AR E S charts makes it senseles t show high-requency data, hence the lower score

a Time seies present some gaps, but they seem ahwayslower than a 20%
Accuracy * positonal accuracy,temporalaccuracy hematic accuracy . This scoring is based on the fact that networks are using recent technology, so we
o
Metadata *+ accurate, complete metadata Some ancillary information about instruments, measuring stations and so on is provided:
\V4 3 enough, but ot very abundant

Step 5: INTERACTION with the portal ‘ portal ‘ ‘ ‘ INTERACTION with the portal ‘
‘Advanced Plotting/Mapping * possibility ir 2 No, there i
Help features. . ) 3 Not assistance available beyond an info email address
Feedback « possibility of making comments, suggest improvements 2 p indicati itis possi R
Infoabout the portal + possivlly , by email.) 1 There s 2 small news section bt it s very generc
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L KL s Attributes relevant for OCEAN OBSERVATORIES
Spread i + dta Knowledge or fieds s only  but that s the purpose of the portal and the number o variables

3 presented s reasonable

Spread of « e, vessels, buoys, giders, drifters, rads 4
AYpECIGUPLS provided (1) Gt (e e Flot animatons a Oiferent ypes of charts, plots, maps, animations
Type of outputs provided (2) * el time, delayed mode, historica.. 5 o

+ insiw, satelite, mocdels. 5 et and models

OTHER attributes
Several languages
Social media
Access from other devices « possibiltyof operating from tablets, mobile phones...
Entry profiles + pre-defined user profils leading to different web pages...

(D OTHER attributes
it National language + English, so, average score.
Links to facebook and twitter not working!

+ access to facebook, twitter, linkedin..
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Possibiltyof identifying as expert user or new user

Difficulties — ideas to overcome them

» Some ELEMENTS are subjective (e.g. Visual Impression) —

Potential applications Ok, give opinions (“Data Portal Advisor’)

» Self-assessment: “check-list’ to identify areas for
improvement
» Comparison of data portals: controversial .

s « Attributes relevance depend on the type of user —
R — assign weights according to user type (e.g., through a survey?)

» Objective, quantifyable ELEMENTS depend on the application —
Define a particular task (EMODnet checkpoint concept)
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